
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 20, 2022 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  
 
Present:   Mayor: Charlie Miner; Council: Deirdre Kvale, Mike Feldmann, Jahn Dyvik, and 

Gina Joyce 
 
Staff Present:   City Administrator: Scott Weske; City Clerk Moeller; City Attorney Thames; 

Public Works Director Diercks; Planning Consultant Rybak 
 
Absent:   None   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – LONG LAKE NEWS, MEETING REVIEW AND UPDATES 
Mayor Miner offered the following comments and updates: 
 
Mayor Miner reported that there was a tremendous turnout at the funeral honoring the life of Julie 
Krahl, who was the wife of firefighter, Jeff Krahl.   
 
The Council had met in a work session prior to the regular meeting, at which the main topic of 
conversation was focused on Fire Department matters.   
 
Mayor Miner displayed a presentation to announce the winners of the City’s Annual Holiday Home 
Lighting Contest.  The ‘Nostalgia’ category winner was Jim Benson, Cindy Adams was awarded 2nd 
place in the ‘Clark Griswold’ category, and Bret Ostvolden won 1st place in the ‘Clark Griswold’ 
category.  He expressed his appreciation to everyone who participated, the Long Lake Garden Club, 
and to the sponsors who donated prizes.   
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion was made by Feldmann, seconded by  Dyvik, to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes:  
all.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda consisted of: 

A. Approve Minutes of December 6, 2022 City Council Work Session Meeting 
B. Approve Minutes of December 6, 2022 City Council Meeting 
C. Approve Vendor Claims and Payroll 
D. Adopt Resolution No. 2022-64 Approving Issuance of Special Event Permit #S2023-01 for 

the Orono Lions Snowball Open 2023 to be held February 4, 2023 and to Authorize the 
Hennepin County Sheriff’s Patrol Unit to Permit the Event 

E. Adopt Resolution No. 2022-69 Approving the Issuance (Renewal) of 2023 Liquor Licenses 
F. Adopt Resolution No. 2022-63 Approving the Issuance (Renewal) of 2023 Refuse Hauler 

Licenses   
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Council member Kvale inquired about some of the entries from the check register, particularly the 
WSB billings, and whether the amounts would be reimbursed.   
 
City Administrator Weske responded that anything related to the contractors in town right now for 
development projects have escrows that are held, and amounts billed are allocated against those 
escrows. 
 
Council member Kvale expressed concern that the City may be caught short in escrow amounts.  
 
Weske assured the Council that there were adequate funds available in the escrow accounts. 
 
Council member Kvale sought clarification of the 2nd and 3rd quarter surcharge report payments to 
the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry.   
 
City Clerk Moeller clarified that the amounts paid were pass through fees collected through the 
permitting process and reported via the quarterly permit surcharge report.  
 
Council member Kvale asked for additional information on some of the referenced legal services.   
 
Weske replied that references to billings by David Ross were for prosecutor services, and noted that 
having the City Attorney actively regularly attending Council meetings and involved with Fire 
Department related matters incurs the cost associated with doing so. 
  
A motion was made by Miner, seconded by Feldmann, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Ayes:  all.   

 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE 
No one was in attendance to address the City Council during Open Correspondence.  
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
Public Hearing:  Request for Vacation of Certain Public Easement to Accommodate New 
Easements Dedicated in the Long Lake Hendrickson Addition Plat 
Planning Consultant Rybak gave an overview of the request to vacate existing easements in favor of 
establishing new easements on the recently approved Long Lake Hendrickson Addition plat and 
indicated that staff recommends approval of the vacation request.   
 
Mayor Miner opened the public hearing at 6:51 pm.  There being no public comment, he closed the 
public hearing at 6:51 pm.     
 
A motion was made by Joyce, seconded by Miner, to adopt Resolution No. 2022-70 approving the 
vacation of all existing public drainage utility easements located on 2145 Daniels Street and 2165 
Daniels Street Ayes:  all. 
 
Adoption of Final Payable 2023 Levy, City Budget, Capital Improvement Program, and 
Pay Plan Resolutions 
Weske recalled previous Council discussions related to preparation of the 2023 levy, budget, CIP and 
Pay Plans.  He reviewed General Fund budgeting considerations related to the Police contract, health 
insurance for staff, bond debt service, and noted that there will be no Local Government Aid for 
2023.  He explained that the City’s utility funds will be operating at a deficit in 2023 and noted that 
staff will be presenting rate adjustment recommendations in the coming months.  He reviewed the 
proposed COLA increase and commented on difficulties the current salary structure may pose for 
staff retention and hiring in the short and long term. 
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Council members discussed adding performance-based rate increases or additional salary steps 
rather than simple COLA increases for 2023.  They noted that some of the talking points they had 
raised may be good to discuss at their upcoming goals review.   
  
Weske gave an overview of 2023 General Fund revenues and expenses, and summarized the Fire 
Department budget.   
 
Council members reviewed the status of the utility funds, potential changes in rate structures, and 
indicated the matter should be included on an updated goals list. 
 
Moeller mentioned that changing the City’s billing schedule from quarterly to monthly will require 
some ordinance amendments to portions of City Code because there are some references sprinkled 
throughout that mention ‘quarterly’ billing.   
 
A motion was made by Miner, seconded by Feldmann, to adopt Resolution No. 2022-65 establishing 
the Final Tax Levy Collectible in 2023. Ayes:  all. 
 
A motion was made by Miner, seconded by Dyvik, to adopt No. 2022-66 establishing the Final 2023 
Total City Budget.  Ayes:  all.   
 
A motion was made by Miner, seconded by Dyvik, to adopt Resolution No. 2022-67 establishing the 
2023 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  
 
Council member Dyvik stated that he was not sure the Council could actually approve the CIP 
Resolution because it includes the unrealistic Fire Department CIP.  
 
Weske explained that the Fire Department CIP is separate than what was included in the CIP 
Resolution, and the Fire Department CIP was incorporated in the total City budget.   
 
Council member Dyvik indicated that he would like to be able to reject the expansive Fire 
Department CIP, similar to the action taken by Orono.  
 
Ayes:  all.   
 
A motion was made by Miner, seconded by Dyvik, to adopt Resolution No. 2022-68 establishing the 
2023 Pay Plan.  Ayes:  Feldmann, Dyvik, Miner and Joyce.  Nay:  Kvale.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Miner, to reject the current Long Lake Fire Department 
CIP and to review capital purchases on a case-by-case basis in 2023.  Ayes:  all.   
 
Adoption of 2023 City Fee Schedule 
Moeller presented the proposed 2023 City Fee Schedule including recommended rate adjustments 
for residential quarterly recycling fees, the utility charge for obsolete water meters, refuse hauler 
license fees, and returned check fees.   
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Kvale, to approve Ordinance No. 2022-06 adopting the 
2023 Fee Schedule for the City of Long Lake and direct staff to publish a summary ordinance.   
Ayes:  all.   
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Update and Discussion Regarding Fire Department Matters 
Mayor Miner reported that much of the work that has been undertaken over the last few weeks has 
been focused on replacing the Fire Chief.  He indicated he believes the City has a good plan for an 
Interim Fire Chief to be in place following Fire Chief Van Eyll’s last day, which will be December 29, 
2022.  He noted that the next Future Fire Services group meeting is on January 4, 2023. 
 
Council member Kvale suggested considering establishing other Council subcommittees for 
potentially moving forward with exploring other partnerships.   
 
Council members discussed other potential partnership discussions and approaching communities 
such as Wayzata or Mound.   
 
Mayor Miner noted that the posting for the new Fire Chief position closed yesterday.   
 
Council member Dyvik added that he and Mayor Miner had met with Orono Council members 
Johnson and Seals last week.  They raised the idea of a Fire Board again in the meeting, which Seals 
and Johnson had previously indicated they may support in prior negotiation meetings; however, 
they seem to have turned away from that position and are holding to the offer that Orono has put 
on the table.  He observed that the offer is not officially on the table anymore, but Orono has 
apparently been awaiting a counter offer from Long Lake.  He noted that they had also met with 
Medina representatives to give them an update on what has been going on.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Updates – Council member Kvale asked Public Works Director Diercks what has 
been going on in his Department since there has been a lot of snow and he is down a staffed 
position.  She questioned if there was anything the Council could do to help support him and his 
team.  Diercks stated that approving the budget and staff COLA increase was a tremendous leap 
towards support of the Public works employees.  He mentioned that he has one individual that has 
expressed some interest in the open position, but explained that he had not had much time to speak 
to that person yet.  He commented that he thinks the Public Works Department has done a good job 
of keeping up with demands of snow removal with minimal overtime incurred.  Moeller mentioned 
that the Public Works Department does not plow County roadways and noted that she had been 
referring complaints about those roadways to the County.  Diercks confirmed that Long Lake does 
not plow the County roadways unless they have to.  Moeller noted that the County did come and do 
a clean-up last night of the area that she had received complaints about.  Diercks cautioned 
residents to be very careful on the roadways over the next five to seven days because of the 
combination of the expected snow and the low temperatures.  He added that it is likely there may  
be additional watermain breaks due to the weather.    
 
Coffee Meeting With Representative Myers - Mayor Miner stated that he had coffee with new 
State Representative, Andrew Myers, and noted that he seemed quite interested in what he may be 
able to do to assist the City.   
 
ADJOURN 
Hearing no objection, Mayor Miner adjourned the meeting by general consent at 8:48 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeanette Moeller 
City Clerk 


